
BLOW 
• Condensed breath when 

the whale comes to the 
surface to breath and 
exhale.

SPY HOP 
• Whale brings head above 

water surface and is 
vertical in the water. 

• Often performed to 
visually inspect the 
environment above the 
water line. 

TAIL SLAP
• Slaps tail on surface of 

water hard and fast. 
• Used for communication, 

 or as a sign of 
agression.

PEC SLAP
• Whale is on side and hits 

surface with one or both 
. 

• Various possible functions 
including feeding, playing, 
communicating and 
mating. 

HEAD SLAP
•  and is 

smashed forcefully on the 
water. 

• Less than 40% of the whale 
is above the surface. 

• Function is relatively         
unknown.

PENDUNCLE 
THROW / SLAP
• Fluke and peduncle are 

thrown out of the water 
with great force. 

• Possible agreessive 
connotation, dominance 
behaviour.  

FLUKING
• Fluke (tail) is raised above 

water surface in an arch like 
movement. 

• Normally indicates a deeper 
dive. 

BREACH
• Whale leaps out of water. More 

than 40% is above the surface
•

include communication, playing, 
dominance, dislodging parasites, 
courting and stunning prey. 

LEARN TO SPEAK WHALE 

Whalesof the Whitsundays

Download the 
Eye on the Reef 
App

Discover how the 
Whitsundays has 
become a designated 
Whale Heritage Area

Learn more 
about the 
Whales of the 
Whitsundays

Meet Whitsunday 
Marine Conservation 
Inc. 

Join the Whales of 
the Whitsundays 
Facebook Group

Welcome to the Whitsundays, a Whale Heritage Site within the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. 

WHITSUNDAYS WHALE PROTECTION AREA



Watch out for our Whales

DO I NEED TO OPERATE MY BOAT DIFFERENTLY 
DURING WHALE SEASON? 
Remember - go slow for those below! 
Go slower during whale season (June - October) and keep a watch out for 
whales when cruising. Consider not driving your boat at night when you are 
unable to see them. Never

DID YOU KNOW...

The Whitsundays is a vitally important breeding ground for the humpback whales and 
we all have a responsibility to help protect them by keeping a safe distance. 

WHAT DO I DO IF A WHALE APPROACHES? 
steer away 

from the whale or place the engines in neutral and let the whale pass.

WHAT DO I DO IF I HIT A WHALE?
If you accidentally strike a whale or dolphin you 
Visit www.gbrmpa.gov.au/help/report-an-incident

CAN I SWIM WITH WHALES?
No. Swimming with whales is not permitted in the Whale Protection 
Area. If you see anyone swimming with whales you can report it via 
the Eye on the Reef App. 

I HAVE SOME GREAT WHALE PHOTOS - WHO 
CAN I SHARE THESE WITH? 
Become an Citizen Scientist and share your photos by either: 

• Creating a ‘sighting’ in the Eye on the Reef App
•

happywhale.com 

Join our online community via the Whales of the Whitsundays

and keep up to date with local news. 

Love whales?
Join our pod! 

Report an incident



Owners of this region. 

One of the oldest known archaeological sites in the Great Barrier Reef is here at Nara Inlet on Hook Island. Rock art and cul-

today.

The Whitsundays are now a recognised Whale Heritage Site and is one of the few places in the world acknowledged for its 
-

-

Whitsundays: A Living Cultural and Natural Heritage 

The Whitsundays has a rich cultural heritage.  Our traditional owners have watched 
over our whales for thousands of years.




